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          Make a great family heirloom gift for the holidays or anytime, 
and enhance the beauty of a favorite family photo with an equally  
special batik fabric mat. Pictured here is LeRoy Shepard (Lisa’s dad). 
The original photo was damaged and professionally restored. We 
chose a batik with tones of medium blues and browns with ivory to 
highlight the photo’s wonderful sepia color as well as the pewter tones 
in the purchased frame. This is one of four projects Lisa designed for 
DIY Network’s craft show, “Craft Lab”.  
   
 
You’ll Need: 
 
— Photo 
— Picture frame with mat 
— African batik fabric (color-coordinated to photo and frame) 
— ½ yd. paper-backed fusible web  
 
1.  Separate the mat from the picture frame.  
2.  Cut fabric to the size of the mat, plus at least two inches all around.  
3.  Apply fusible web to the wrong side of the fabric, according to manufac-
turer’s directions. Peel away the paper backing.  
4.  Center the mat over the fabric. Cut away the center of the fabric so that at 
least a 1" border remains around the inner edges of the mat.  (Save the in-
side rectangle of fusible web-backed fabric for smaller project.) 
5.  Turn over so that the fabric is on the top and lightly fuse fabric to mat 
board. Clip the inner fabric corners, fold in the inner sides of the fabric; fuse.    
Wrap the outer edges of the fabric over the mat; fuse.  (Fig. 1) 
6.  Fuse again from the front of the mat for a smooth, secure bond.  
7.  Assemble the photo, mat and frame; display as desired.  
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“Feel the Fabric...Embrace the Culture” 

(For more home décor & craft projects, see AFRICAN ACCENTS: Fabrics and Crafts to Decorate Your Home) 

Fig. 1 


